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Total agenesis of corpus callosum: gait disorder in a schizophrenia case
Objective: Corpus callosum plays an integrative
role in the transmission of sensitive, motor, and
cognitive information coming from the homologous areas of the cerebral hemispheres. Callosal disgenesia is usually detected by the imaging methods that are scheduled for the investtigation of epilepsy or cognitive diseases. The
formation of the corpus callosum occurs between 8 and 20 weeks’ gestation. Such as infections, maternal hormonal factors, hypoxi can
cause partial or complete agenesis of the corpus
callosum. The corpus callosum areas were
found to be smaller in the patients having psychotic bipolar disease. The findings in this
investigation have been supported by an other
group of investigators describing involution in
1,2
the genu, posterior and isthmus areas. Case:
A 24 years old, right handed male patient who
have been on therapy for 10 years with the
diagnosis of having disorganized schizophrenia
was referred to our clinic for having ataxia while
walking. His history revealed that this ataxic
attitude have been present for a year with increasing frequency and severity. His neurological examination showed mild ataxia and was
otherwise normal. By primarily keeping in mind
the possibility for drug toxicity as the causative
factor of this clinical presentation laboratory
tests were sent for assessment. The brain mag-

netic resonance imaging unveiled total agenesis
of the corpus callosum. As his history with the
walking disorder had a past of a year this led us
to think that it could hardly be related with this
congenital malformation. His electroencephalogram showed an abnormality in terms of nonspecific slow waves in bilateral temporo-parietal
regions. As ataxic walking could also be associated by the polyneuropathy seen in the Andermann’s syndrome we also performed neuroconductive tests as well which turned out to be
normal. Discussion: In this case, it is not very
easy to tell in terms of this walking disorder
whether it is to be due to the structural anomaly
that caused a predisposition for the disease by
being developed before the onset of the disease
or repetitive attacks or drug therapy. On the
other hand, in this patient having attendance of
the striking abnormality in the corpus callosum
and the evident positive symptoms (delusions,
hallucinations) usage of multiple drugs and administration of highest limit doses for the therapy
due to the presence of resistance and /or weak
response to treatment may be associated with
1,3
the walking disorder.
Key words: callosal disgenesia, schizophrenia, gait
disorder
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an

24.42±

finansal doygunluk konusu
ve kardiyoloji (%20.4) idi; psikiyatriyi çekicilikte
ilk üç
olarak bulundu.
azalan
Genel cerrahi (%43.0), fizik
tedavi ve rehabilitasyon (%26.3), dahiliye (%
lar kardiyoloji
(%31.4) ve plastik cerrahi (%16.1) iken, psikipara
cerrahi iken, bu oran psikiyatri için %0.7 bulundu.
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edebilecekleri mesleksel özelliklere
önem verdiklerini desteklemektedir.
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The attitudes towards psychiatry residency in medicine students
Objective: To orient the best of medical school
students to psychiatry becomes a future direction in America and other foreign countries.
More than 95% of medical students prefer nonpsychiatric specialties. Methods: The students
in sixth classes who were studying to examination of medical specialty were included to study.
After a brief sociodemographic inquiry, the students were asked to fulfill a questionnaire, which
was consisted of 39 questions, and was made
up by us that was searching the attitudes towards psychiatry residency. Results: One hundred and thirty-seven medical students were
participated to the study. The mean age of the
students was 24.42±1.59, and 70.1% of them
karahisar. 42% of them had psychiatric treatment, and the rest 95 had not psychiatric support. The interesting four specialties were ear
nose throat (27.7%), eye diseases (%23.3),
internal medicine (20.5%), and cardiology (20.4

%). Thinking psychiatry as interesting specialty
in first three preferences was 18.2%. The most
disinteresting three specialties were general surgery (%43.0), physical medicine and rehabilitation (26.3%), internal medicine (24.9%). This ratio was 16% for psychiatry. The most prestigious
specialties were cardiology 31.4% and plastic
and reconstructive surgery 16.1% while the rate
of students who agreed psychiatry was prestigious was 0.7%. They had a belief that the best
earning potential in specialties were obstetrics
and gynecology 57.7%, and plastic and reconstructtive surgery 10.9% while the ratio was 0.7%
for psychiatry. Discussion: The medical students were reported that the features might influence their specialty preferences such as more
controllable life opportunities (less time consuming, special working possibilities), helping to
the patients, however they were reported mixed
feelings among prestigious and financial satisfaction in specialties. In our study, 69.4% of the
Anatolian Journal of Psychiatry 2009; 10(Suppl.1):S95
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students reported that they give importance to
have fewer duties, and 75.9% of them preferred
specialties in cities those are near to seashore,
closer to industrialized cities or have mild temperature. We considered these findings support
the proposal of medical students give more

importance among more controllable features in
their specialty preferences.
Key words: medical student, psychiatry training, attitude
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